Square Kilometre Array SKA

WHAT WILL THE SKA SEE?

The SKAisn't like a typical optical telescope. It doesn't

use lenses or mirrors —and it will even work in the

middle of a sunny day. This is because the SKAis a

radio telescope. It will detect radio waves from space WHAT WILL THE SKA LOOK LIKE?
that we can't see with our eyes. Things like stars,
galaxies and black holes give off radio waves and the
SKA will be able to detect them.

When built, the SKA will be the world's
biggest telescope with one million
square metres of collecting area. But it's
not one huge dish — it will be thousands
of dishes spread out across whole
countries! Acomputer will connect all
the dishes so they work together as
one telescope.
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WHEN WILL IT BE BUILT?

The whole 3000-dish SKA won't be
built and running for at least ten years
but because it is built from many
smaller dishes it could start looking at
the stars with just one dish! Australia
has started building a smaller 36 dish
telescope in Western Australia which WHAT WILL WE LEARN?
can already look at the stars.
The SKA will detect giant gas clouds, black holes and
magnetic fields from farther away than ever before.
Seeing all of this will answer questions about the
ITiUNEINE 0 Koy il el e universe itself. How did the first stars"switch on"?
some questions about the SKA
and what it means then follow: What happens at the edge of a black hole? Are we the
anzSKA Project Director, only solar system with life? To answer our questions

Dr Brian Boyle on twitter we need to take a closer look!
twitter.com/BrianBoyleSKA
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